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Holy stond in the hall 

Faire to behold: 

Ivy stond without the dore— 

She is ful sore acold. 

Holy and his mery men 

They daunsen and they sing; 

Ivy and her maidenes 

They wepen and they wring.  

 

—Fifteenth-century carol, 

Reginald Thorne Davies, Medieval 

English Lyrics: A Critical Anthol-

ogy, 1972.  

 

A group of English carols set down in 

the fifteenth century preserves evidence 

of a ritual contest between boys bearing 

branches of holly and girls bearing ivy. 

The red-berried holly, symbolizing light, 

warmth, and light, was meant to pre-

vail over the black-fruited ivy, which 

signified the dark and cold of winter. 

Thus, ivy remained outside the door 

while holly was carried triumphantly 

into the hall.  

Of all the plants associated with the 

medieval celebration of Christmastide, 

holly (Ilex aquifolium) and ivy (Hedera 

helix) are arguably the most beautiful 

and the most significant.   

The Holly and The Ivy 



Words from the Baron and Baroness 

Darkwood- our lands are blessed with seasonal weather! The rains and cold return to us. And with the 
Ursus weather we are allowed to hibernate and prepare for spring growth. This garden focused issue 
gives us inspiration for the rain and dark. Nurturing the growth of a seed, or harvesting fruit from your 
own garden can be one of the most satisfying endeavors! We wish you all the blessings of this season of 
inward thought and hope that everyone gets to plant either in their garden, or in the inspiration of others 
in the coming New Year. 

 

Always in Service, Jared, Baron & Brid, Hlaefdige 

Baronial Meetings for 2016 

January—Canton of Caer Darth 

March—College of St. David’s 

May—Canton of Hawks Haven 

July—Canton of Caer Darth 

September—Canton of MdR 

November—Canton of Hawks Haven 

Words from the Darkwood Seneschal 

Hail the Mighty Darkwood!!!! 
 
    It is a great feeling of joy and happiness to hear others praise the hard work and dedication given to 
the activities, events and others as the populace of our barony does.  I hope you know this, for your 
Baron and Baroness are reminded always from the efforts of the canton officers to the autocrats and 
feast masters and simple you and your efforts.  The evidence is clear when royals travel just to visit with 
us and partake in your bountiful generosity. So praise the barony and our Baron and Baroness for their 
love and support. Praise all of our friends who helped make Masked Ball such a success.  As we get to 
Twelfth Night and White Shield I can't wait to see you all and the wonders our barony will bring to these 
well attended events.  As some of you might know, my deputy Elizabeth Grym will be stepping up at 
White Shield as your new Seneschal.  Please support her in her endeavors for the barony.  It has been an 
honor to serve you and the Baron and Baroness. 
 
YIS 
Lucius Cassius Maris 



My Favorite Medieval Herbs for the Modern California Garden—By Anna von Darniburc 

When I found the SCA, I had been growing and using herbs mundanely for several years. My kitchen and basement are al-

ways cluttered with herbs hung to dry and infusions brewing. The kids try to hide their coughs and bruises as I will ad-

minister herb teas, syrups and poultices any chance I get. As I researched historic uses of herbs, I was happy to find that 

almost everything I grow in my garden was grown and used long before 1600 as well. Many herb uses have persisted al-

most unchanged since medieval times while others nowadays elicit incredulity. Picking favorites is essentially impossible 

for me, so I decided to share some lore of one well-known period plant and two that seem less common in Darkwood gar-

dens. 

Lavender 

Lavender tops my list because of its versatility. It is well 

suited for our climate since it likes heat and full sun and 

requires little water. It does not grow well from seed but 

can be propagated from cuttings. English Lavender 

(Lavendula angustifolia) is frost tolerant and can be used 

for any culinary, cosmetic or medicinal purpose. Spanish 

Lavender (L. stoechus) has a strong scent, but is not suit-

able for culinary use; it tends to give a very “medicinal” 

flavor. 

Historically, Lavender was a popular insect repellent and 

strewing herb. Numerous recipes for perfumes, scented 

waters and scented powders rely heavily on Lavender. It 

was an ingredient in baths waters, both cosmetic and me-

dicinal. Its medicinal uses in medieval times seem to have 

been a lot more limited than modern times, but both 

Gerard and Leonhart Fuchs list it as external treatment 

for headaches and dizziness, an application still recom-

mended by modern herbalist, while Hildegard of Bingen 

describes its scent as useful to clear the eyes. 

Lavender has also been used extensively for food. Lavender 

was conserved in sugar or made into syrup (need citation 

for the syrup, probably Culpepper). I found one recipe for 

a refreshing Lavender drink, made by letting Lavender 

flowers steep in cold water in the sun with cinnamon, 

cloves, nutmeg and mace as well as a piece of musk (I 

probably would leave that out, though). And while I have 

no period recipe for it, modern Lavender shortbread cook-

ies are very tasty. 

Clary Sage (Salvia sclarea) 

Once apparently very common, Clary sage now seems rare in 

modern garden. It is currently mostly grown commercially 

to produce essential oil for fragrance as both the leaves 

and flowers are strongly aromatic. I hope it will make a re-

appearance in home gardens since its beautiful blue or 

white flowers are very beneficial for bees. It germinates 

easily from seed, needs little water and doesn’t mind poor 

soil. Clary sage is a officially a biannual, but I have had 

plants that flowered the same year as sown as well as 

some that didn’t bloom for several years.  

During the Middle Ages Clary sage was used to flavor beer 

and infused into cheap wine to make it taste like more ex-

pensive Claret. I wouldn’t recommend the latter combina-

tion as it is said to produce a mighty hangover. Clary sage 

would also sometimes be used in food interchangeable 

with culinary Sage (Salvia officinalis). 

Its main medicinal use was a decoction of the seeds as an eye 

wash from which its folk name Eye Bright or Oculus 

Christi. Hildegard of Bingen believed it effective against 

poison and, as a poultice, against headaches. And 

Walahfrid Strabo praises it to scent a strengthening drink 

of hot honey water. 

Houseleek (Sempervivum tectorum) 

I was surprised to find that houseleek has such a long history 

since succulents never seemed very medieval to me. How-

ever, its use goes back to at least the time of Charlemagne, 

who included it in a list of plants to be grown on his impe-

rial estates. 

Houseleek is great for our climate. As a succulent, it requires 

very little water and loves heat, but it also withstands frost. 

The only condition it does not like is standing water, so 

make sure the soil drains well or bring the plant inside 

during prolonged winter rains. Houseleek multiplies freely 

and cuttings root very well. 

Houseleek was used similarly to Aloe Vera for skin care and to 

treat minor burns and eye inflammations. Leonhart Fuchs 

recommends an ointment from houseleek juice, barley malt 

and rose oil against headache. A recipe for distilled house-

leek to make hair grow may or may not work for that pur-

pose, but it makes a nice conditioner and detangler. Hilde-

gard von Bingen  thought it to provoke sexual desire in 

men and women and treat male infertility. 

Houseleek was also believed to be a magical plant. It was often 

planted on house roofs to prevent lightning strikes (thus 

the name) and on barns to keep the cattle safe from illness. 

It was also listed as an ingredient in a flying ointment, but 

only if it was harvested on Pentecost. Flowering of a house-

leek was often seen as an omen, whether good or bad de-

pended on the color of the blooms. 

As I listen to the rain, curled up with a stack of historic herbal, 

I’m planning next year’s planting. Space is limited, our soil is poor 

and water is precious. Still, a medieval garden that also works for 

our modern life is well within reach and well worth the effort. If 

the gardening bug hasn’t already infected you, I hope you will join 

me in the coming season. Even if you have no garden at all, the 

three period plants above and many others can grow in a pot on 

your windowsill. And if you don’t know where to start, ask any 

gardener. Most will happily share seeds, cuttings and more advise 

than you ever wanted. 



Pictures from Anna von Darniburc’s Garden 



b. Afforded space for various recreational ac-

tivities. 

c. Usually contained ponds, pools and rivers. 

d. Might contain a small summer house. 

e. Usually stocked with “harmless beasts” for 

observing. 

B. Kitchen or Utilitarian Gardens 

1. Contained food, medicinal plans as well as those 

for strewing on the floor, quelling insects and 

other household purposes. 

2. Most common veggies were colewort (now ex-

tinct), leeks, parsley, leefbeet and root crops as 

well as garlic, chives and onions. 

3. Herbs were grown for medicinal as well as pottage 

ingredients. 

4. Flowers were grown for “salad” plants including 

borage, marigolds, violet and poppy, among oth-

ers. 

C. Monastery Gardens. Contained all the types mentioned 

in this outline depending on size of monastery and 

wealth. Specific types: 

1. Cloister Garden. Mostly a large lawn. 

2. Cemetery Orchard. Tombs surround by a garden. 

3. Infirmary Garden. Garden for rest and recupera-

tion. 

4. Obedientary Garden. Private garden of leading 

monastery officials. 

5. Cellarers Garden. Equivalent of a large Kitchen 

Garden. 

D. Peasant Closes. The garden of the other 90% of the 

population! 

1. Information on these comes mostly from tax 

documents. 

2. Usually a miniature farmstead with kitchen gar-

den area, yard and perhaps an area of pasture, 

little in the way of ornamental gardens. 

IV. Features of the Gardens 

A. Covered walks and arbors to protect ladies pale com-

plexion. 

Period Gardening 101 

Presented by Brigit the Chaste Kingdom A&S, June 7, 2014 

I. Why Get Into Period Gardening? 

A. When you look at and work with a period plant, you are 

directly connected to something from 1000 years or more 

ago (DNA). 

B. Cultivating heirloom plants helps to preserve plant diver-

sity, which ultimately protects the species. 

C. It’s unusual and fun. 

II. Period Thoughts Towards Gardens-Why Did They Have 

Them? 

A. Necessity! Over 90% of the population lived in the coun-

try and off the land and most had gardens of some kind. 

B. Produced food, flavoring, medicines, useful items and 

pleasure for all walks of life. 

C. No distinct line between utilitarian plants and decorative 

ones. Most plants did double or even triple duty and were 

as treasured for their beauty as they were for their use-

fulness. 

D. “Medieval gardens are where the healing arts, poetry, 

spirituality, a sense of order in the cosmos and an appre-

ciation of beauty took root and were cultivated.” (Innes) 

III. Types of Gardens 

A. Pleasure Gardens 

1. The Herber, or Small Enclosed Gardens. Usually 

under an acre in size and a turfed section sur-

rounded by beds or fruit trees. 

a. This type of garden is what is often portrayed 

in many paintings of the Madonna or of lov-

ers. 

b. Came into its own from the 12th Century on-

ward. 

2. The Orchard. One to four acres in size. 

a. Rare to find these illustrated or well-

documented. 

b. Provided pleasure from blossom, scent and 

shade as well as produce. 

3. Pleasure Park, or Little Park. Averaged about 20 

acres in size and were often walked. 

a. Only could be afforded by such royals, ab-

bots or bishops. 

 



VI. Planning Your Own Garden. 

A. Keep it simple to start. 

B. Start with one or two period plants incorporated into 

your existing garden. 

C. Container gardening is period and is a great way to get 

started. 

D. Get to know your local garden center and online sources. 

E. Join the West Kingdom Gardening Group by joining our 

Facebook or Yahoogroup and making use of our “Files” 

section on those sites and don’t be afraid to ask ques-

tions! 

The West Kingdom Gardening Group 

Facebook: West Kingdom Gardening 

Yahoogroups: West-gardeners 

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/west=gardenerd/

info 

My own current favorite website on period gardening: 

Metropolitan Museum-Cloister Gardens 

 

Much of the information from this presentation is drawn 

from: 

The Medieval Garden, by Sylvia Landsberg, 2nd Revised Edi-

tion, University of Toronto Press, Scholarly Publishing Divi-

sion 2003 

 

Now, Go Forth and Dirty Thy Hands! 

 

Period Gardening 101—Continued 

Presented by Brigit the Chaste Kingdom A&S, June 7, 2014 

B. Seats 

1. Could be as simple as a man-made seat cut from 

a natural bank, or an elaborate as a brick box 

topped with turf or scented plants such as chamo-

mile. 

2. Usually situated in some sort of shade. 

C. Plant beds and Paths 

1. Usually raised, but could be sunken depending on 

drainage or availability of water. 

2. Four or five foot considered optimum width for 

beds so they could be reached across. 

3. Beds limited to herbers and utilitarian gardens. 

4. Paths between beds were of turf, gravel or sand. 

Stone and tiled paths were sometimes used. 

D. Turf and Flowery Meads 

1. “Turf” was grass kept short, sometimes including 

tiny wildflowers such as English Daisy, Speedwell, 

etc and even mosses. 

2. “Flowery Meads” were basically meadows or other 

areas where plants were allowed to grow mostly 

uncut. 

E. Fountains and Pools. 

Pools were probably more common than fountains. 

F. Boundaries and Fences 

Took many forms from simple ditches and natural 

bridges to elaborate structures of wood or stone. 

V. The Plants 

A. Until the Linnaean system of plant classification was in-

troduced in the 18th Century, a plant could literally 

have dozens of names depending on where it was grown. 

B. Only about 300 plants were grown in southern Euro-

pean gardens by 1500. 

C. John Harvey’s works, especially Mediaeval Gardens 

(written in 1981) brought together all known lists and 

put them into a usable form for modern gardeners. 

D. Most plants grown in period are still available today in 

their original form, especially medicinal plants and 

shrubby aromatic herbs. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/512218778796832/
http://blog.metmuseum.org/cloistersgardens/


Two of my favorite points of study within the SCA are things that I learned before I ever found the Society 
for Creative Anachronism... Gardening and Embroidery.  As with so much of every day life, our Medieval 
counterparts found symbolism in the plants in the garden, as well as appreciating them for their aes-
thetic and practical uses.  Those symbols and motifs found their way into embroidery.  Just as we can 
clearly identify flowers and plants in Illuminations and Tapestries, we can find these same in embroider-
ies.  Sometimes the renderings are amazingly detailed and scientific in their observation, sometimes the 
designs are fanciful and colors fantastical. Many of these are easy to grow in our own gardens and take 
little effort.  We're blessed to live in the Mists and Darkwood, where so many things can grow and thrive. 
It is a wonderful connection for me with history to be able to grow these things in my own garden, and 
wonder if they would have instilled in my Persona the same feelings.  While our perspectives and world 
views are different, something has connected down through the ages to keep these plants accessible and 
attractive . And I am inspired to put these images into my own embroideries and know that they have 
layers of meaning and interpretation.  This is only a brief and cursory look... I hope folk are inspired to 
seek out more whether you are looking for documentation for plants for your own garden, or artistic di-

rection or technical inspiration for your crafting.... 

brid, hlaefdige, Darkwood 

 

Some of the flowers you will see in the examples I have here are: Violet- “Our Lady's Modesty”; Pansy- 
“hearts-ease”; Iris; Rose; Dianthus- “pinks”, “gillyflower”; Bachelor's Buttons- “cornflower”; olives; lemon; 

strawberry; daffodil; columbine.  You will probably spot some others. 

 

embroidered “slips”, or patches to be appliqued onto larger cloths.  lemon, olive and cornflower.  silk tent 

stitch.  from collections in the Victoria and Albert Museum, a wonderful resource online. c1600 



c1580 blackwork, from the National Museum of Scotland. roses, violets... embroidered casket c1600, 

columbine, daffodil... 

 

Elizabethan pieces from the Gawthorpe Textile Collection, design transfer on a reverse, and embroi-

dery and spangles on a front. rose, dianthus, cornflower, iris, columbine, strawberry, daffodil... 



 

A coif by brid, hlaefdige, Darkwood, inspired by Elizabethan motifs, flower symbolism 

and a godchild. Silk floss on linen. 



Solstice Night –  

Juan Santiago, Bard of The Oak  
For Baroness Brid at Masked Ball  

 

Shortest day  
Longest night 

Winters chill  
Dieing light  

 
Darkwoods hall  

Hearthstones light  
Winters mask  

Solstice Night  
 

Oaktree waits  
Winters flight 

Acorn grows  
Darkwoods might 

Masked Ball Recap 

Awards presented at Masked Ball by the Baron and Baroness: 
 
Oak of Enrichment - Khalidah bint Sa'ad al-Atar  
Coil of Esteem - Charles of MdR  
Toil of Esteen - Tom the Brewer (Tom of Hawks Haven)  
Oak of War - Helga Skjaldmier 
 
Mask Competition Winner: 
 
Trouble of the Lyr’s Lady  
 

 

Three Cheers to our Baron and Baroness, Jared and Brid, who received the Crown’s Favor.  



Book Recommendations 

The Herbal (Generall Historie of Plantse) by John Gerarde (1597) (rpt, 1633) (Dover Press) 

The Early English Kitchen Garden Medieval Period to 1800 by Mary Palmer Kelley 

Brother Cadfael’s Herb Garden by Talbot Whiteman 

The Medieval Garden by Sylvia Landsberg 

A Modern Herbal Volumes I & II by Grieve (Dover Press) 

The Contained Garden—A Complete Illustrated Guide to Growing Outdoor Plants in Pots by Beckett, 

Carr, and Stevens 

The Medieval Health Handbook by Luisa Cogliati Arano 

The Illustrated Earth Garden Herbal by Keith Vincent Smith 

A Dyer’s Guide—From Plant to Pot—Growing Dyes for Natural Fibers by Rita Buchanan 

Anglo Saxon Herb Garden by Peter C. Horn 

 

Facebook Groups, Communities, Companies, and Information Sites 

West Kingdom Gardening 

Medieval Gardens and Herbalism 

Medievalists.net 

Baker Creek Heirloom Seed Company Garden Center 

Trees of Antiquity 

 

Related Websites 

Sand Mountain Herbs 

University of Massachusetts Renaissance Center Garden Project 

Native Seeds 

Designing A Medieval Garden 

Penn State Medieval Garden 

The Medieval Garden Enclosed—Cloister Garden 

Trees of Antiquity 

Baker Creek Heirloom Seed Company 

Annie’s Annuals 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/512218778796832/
https://www.facebook.com/MedievalGardensAndHerbalism/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Medievalistsnet-5740303430/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/rareseeds/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Trees.of.Antiquity/?fref=ts
http://www.sandmountainherbs.com/Catalog.html
http://renaissancegarden.org/
http://www.nativeseeds.org/
http://wyrtig.com/Resources/Online/DesigningTheMedievalHerbGarden.htm
http://www.psumedievalgarden.com/index.html
http://blog.metmuseum.org/cloistersgardens/
http://www.treesofantiquity.com/
http://www.rareseeds.com/store/
https://www.anniesannuals.com/


Kingdom Arts & Sciences Competitions for 2016 

 
12th Night—January 

Practical Science: Textiles—Textiles with Embellishment 
Technical Science: Woodwork—Toys 
Fine Arts: Illumination—Fairytales 
Performing Arts: Period Instrumental/Vocal Performance—Songs that Reference the Seasons 
 
Beltane—May 

Practical Science: Household Goods—Wall Decorations 
Technical Science: Metal Work—Buckles and Clasps 
Fine Arts: Clothing—Period Underclothes 
Performing Arts: Original Performance—About the Year to Come 
 
Arts & Sciences Tourney—June 

Practical Science: Cooking—Something to keep hydrated 
Technical Science: Leatherwork—Leather that holds something 
Fine Arts: Needlework—Resembles plants 
Performance Arts: Original Recitation—A story about art 
Practical Science: Weaving for Clothes 
Fine Art: Painting with Oils 
Performance Arts: A Monologue 
Technical Science: Something that can hold water 
 
Purgatorio—August 

Practical Science: Brewing—Basic Mead 
Technical Science: Glasswork—can be worn as jewelry 
Fine Arts: Calligraphy—sacred texts 
Performance Arts: Physical Performance—Performance with a prop 



This is information His Royal Highness, Marc posted in October about how 
the tournament will be run at March Crown. If you are planning on fighting 
you will want to be aware of the format. 
 
Greetings West Kingdom, 

March Crown 2016 will be run a little differently, and We wanted to give fighters as much 
notice a possible, so that they can be aware of the format, and practice in the style of the 

tournament to better prepare if they so choose. 
Invocation and challenges will remain the same, and the list will be run as a standard dou-

ble elimination tournament, with standard West Kingdom armor conventions. The big differ-
ence will be that fights shall be to counted blows, no acted out wounds. What this means; 

All fights are to 3 good blows struck 
Fighters still call their own blows 

ALL TARGETS COUNT THE SAME, a hit to an arm, leg, head or body counts as one good 
blow. 

There will be a pause when a good blow is struck, to allow fighters to reset. This way, people 
who drop an arm/leg out of reflex are not penalized 

If a flurry is landed, only the first blow counts, as a pause is enacted after a good blow 
Double strikes count against both fighters. If you trade a leg for a head, both fighters earn 

one point. 
Double kills are destructive. If there is a 2-2 score, and a double hit occurs, both fighters 

take a loss on their record. This will only change in finals, where a double kill will be re-
fought. Finals will still be a best of three fights. 

Although no one “dies” in a counted blows tournament, We are asking fighters to take a 
knee and salute, so that bystanders can understand the outcome of a fight.  Please let Us 

know if you have any questions. 
 

YIS, 
Marc de Arundel  

Crown Prince, West 



October Crown Recap—The Kingdom has new heirs.  Long Live Crown Prince Marc and 

Crown Princess Patricia. 

 

Mists Fall Investiture Recap—The Principality of the Mists has new royalty. Long Live 

Prince Kean and Princess Katherine.  

 

“SAVE THE DATES—2016” 

February 13—MdR Prize Tourney 

February 20—Hawk’s Haven Grand Archery Tournament 

March 5—Caer Darth’s Falcon’s Treaty 

March 12—White Shield Tournament 

April 16—St. David’s Warlord Tournament 

Words from the Darkwood Chronicler 

Greeting Darkwood!  I hope you are enjoying this issue of the Darkwood Drum.  Just a re-

minder, the Barony has a Google Calendar that lists Baronial and Canton meetings, A&S 

nights, fighter practices and events along with major Principality and Kingdom events. Be-

low is the link  to the calendar.  If you have issues viewing it, please let me know.   

Barony of Darkwood Google Calendar 

 

As always, to make the Drum great I need your artwork, bardic pieces, pictures, stories, 

website recommendations, book recommendations and event information. The Drum will be 

published quarterly (end of March, June, September, and December) so there are many op-

portunities to have your items included. 

Yours in Service, 

Norinna O’Shaughnessy 

https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=b2l2toobjjor3oolf50iial1b0%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Los_Angeles%22%20style=%22border:%200%22%20width=%22800%22%20height=%22600%22%20frameborder=%220%22%20scrolling=%22no%22%3E%3C/iframe


Courtesy and Etiquette 

 

As your Baron and Baroness, we have made a point of encouraging Hospitality and Generosity in all things within this great Barony of Darkwood.  

However, we would also encourage the noble behaviors of Courtesy which make eventing better for everyone… 

 

-A person’s camp is their home while at an event.  If you have not been invited, please ask an occupant if you may enter.  If there is no one there, do 

not enter unless it is an emergency.  Do not use other people’s camp spaces as roads or thoroughfares. 

 

-Do not handle other people’s things without permission.  There is much Shiny!  Most likely someone will be proud and happy to share and show off 

their Shiny.  But ask first.  And be courteous if your request is turned down. 

 

-Be courteous in your address.  “Milord” or “Milady” or “Fair Gentle” will always pass if you do not know what Excellency/Majesty/Highness/Grace/

Sir/Master etc you may be speaking to.  We are working on the assumption that we are all Nobility. 

 

-Pay heed to the Herald’s Calls.  The “Oyez” of a Herald may be followed by anything from the current time, announcement of activities, calls for 

assistance or important event notices.  Take a moment to be still and quiet and listen to the Heralds, they are volunteering their time and voices. 

 

-“HOLD!” is the safe word for the entire SCA.  If someone calls hold, it means that something potentially dangerous has or may happen.  A fighter 

could be injured on the field, a vehicle could be moving, a tent pole could be coming down… if you hear HOLD, pause and survey your surroundings 

and do not proceed until you are sure the situation is clear.  If you are on the field, a hold is released by the marshals, and courtesy would have you 

take a knee on the warfield, for the duration of the hold.  Likewise, if you see a dangerous situation and cry “hold!” others will listen and stop. 

 

-Blades should never be drawn or displayed in an aggressive fashion.  We may have “live steel” (an actively edged weapon) for practical use or show, 

from a small carry knife to a greatsword.  These should be safely sheathed (so that the blade is not bare, and cannot fall), and in certain situations 

peace-tied (bound so that it may not be removed from the sheath without deliberate effort).  Weapons of estate, or those of an honor guard, may be 

bared at certain times at an event, but this is not permission for others.  Loudly stating “clear!” is good form preceding drawing an edged weapon.  

Old fashioned courtesy dictated removing your steel before entering the presence of the Royalty in Court, if you are not a Knight. 

 

-Respect Court.  Attending official Court may not be your cup of tea. However, Court is a time and space to handle business, make announcements, 

honor awards and volunteers, etc, even if it may at times seem casual or humorous.  Keep your conversation and distracting activity to a minimum.  

Even if what is going on in court is currently not important to you, it may be important to someone else, or be a new person’s first experience of court 

and etiquette.  If your camp or socializing space is neighboring the Court space, be mindful that those attending Court are there to pay attention to the 

business presented by the Royalty and Officers. 

 

-The Word of an Officer is the Word of their Liege/Royalty.  If a Herald is making a “call”, pause your conversation and listen.  If a Marshal is work-

ing a tournament or war do not interrupt their work or undermine them on the field, address issues respectfully and at an appropriate time.   

 

-To assist in keeping a historical atmosphere, attempt whenever possible to hide modern items and amenities.  Within your means, do your best to 

cover or conceal soda cans and plastic bottles, music players and computer devices, cell phones and cameras, ice chests and coolers.  Work on accu-

mulating period looking utensils, drinking vessels and containers, and dress.  Everyone understands the need for eyeglasses, modern shoes, and that 

each person may be addressing the authenticity of their gear to the best of their means, as well as consideration of safety and hygiene.  

 

-Always leave a site cleaner than you found it.  Cleanliness of the site may determine whether a great space may be available to the Society again in 

the future. 

 

-Offer to help.  Someone may not need your help, but they will always appreciate the offer.  Our group is driven by volun-
teers and service.  The continuation of volunteer spirit is fueled by courtesy.  Hospitality and assistance create good 

neighbors and good event experiences for the newest and oldest most jaded members of our Society, alike. 

This is the December 2015, issue of the Darkwood Drum, a publication of the Barony of Darkwood of the Society 

for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.). Darkwood Drum is available from Lori Bush—

dwchronicler@gmail.com. It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., and does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies. 

Copyright © 2015 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on reprinting photographs, articles, or 

artwork from this publication, please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator 

of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our contributors.  
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Seneschal 

Lucius Cassius Marius (Ken Tavers) 
dennertrident@sbcglobal.net 
 
Arts & Sciences 

Seraphina Van Eldstrom (Sarah Vanstrom-Johnston) 

sarah.vanstrom3@gmail.com 
 
Bard of the Oak 

Juan Santiago (Tim Converse) 
santiagosmagic@gmail.com 

 
Chatelaine 
Juan Santiago (Tim Converse) 

santiagosmagic@gmail.com 
 
Chronicler 

Norinna O’Shaughnessy (Lori Bush) 
dwchronicler@gmail.com 

 
Constable 
Garrett Todhunter (Gary Paynter) 

ramsheart@redshift.com 
 
Exchequer 

Rose de la Mans (Laurie Hupman) 
rose@santiagosmagic.com 

 
Herald 
Irina Antonova Barsuka (Dawn Petersen) 

Dawnnoelle64@aol.com 
 
Lists Minister 

Norinna O’Shaughnessy (Lori Bush) 
dragonflyvert@gmail.com 

 
Marshal 
Anton Barsuk (Jerry Petersen) 

Fidelis69@aol.com 
 
Rapier Marshal 

Rory Jamesson (Rory Brooks) 
raccoonbrooks@gmail.com 

 
Web Team 

Juan Santiago (Tim Converse) 
Carrek Mac Brian (Atrus Winklebleck) 
santiagosmagic@gmail.com 

Barony of Darkwood 

Seneschal – Lucius Cassius Marius (Ken Tavers) 
dennertrident@sbcglobal.net 

www.baronyofdarkwood.org 
Facebook – Barony of Darkwood 
Yahoo Groups – baronyofdarkwood 

 
Meetings – Every other month on the 2nd or 3rd Monday at 7pm, 
location varies (rotates between local groups). Contact the Sene-

schal or check FB or Yahoo Group for more information. 
 

Fighter Practice – Location/date/time varies.  Contact the Mar-
shal for more information. 
 
Canton of Caer Darth 

Seneschal – Juan Santiago (Tim Converse) 

santiagosmagic@gmail.com 
615-624-4251 (no call after 9pm) 
www.cantonofcaerdarth.org 

Facebook – Canton of Caer Darth 
Yahoo Groups – cantonofcaerdarth 
 

Meetings – 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7pm, 1190 7th Avenue, 
Santa Cruz (Yacht Harbor Manor Mobilehome Park Club 

House). Contact the Seneschal or check FB or Yahoo Group for 
more information. 
 

Fighter Practice – Every Thursday from 6:30pm-9pm at the Gal-
leria Parking Structure (River & Front Street) in downtown 
Santa Cruz on the top floor.  More information on the Facebook 

page – CaerDarth Fighter Practice 
 
Canton of Hawk’s Haven 

Seneschal – Elizabeth Grym (Katie De Santis) 
LizzieGrym@gmail.com 

408-857-0710 
Facebook – The Canton of Hawks Haven 

Yahoo Groups – HawksHaven 
 
Meetings – 1st Monday of every month, location varies.  Contact 

the Seneschal or check FB or Yahoo Group for more informa-
tion. 
 
Canton of MdR 

Seneschal – Luca Caravello di Venezia (Eric Stover) 

lucaofmdr@gmail.com 
831-206-8509 
www.caontonofmdr.org 

Facebook – Montagne du Roi 
Yahoo Groups – MdR 

 
Business Meetings – 2nd Tuesday of every month,7pm  Contact 
the Seneschal for location. 

 
A&S Meeting/Project Night – 4th Tuesday of every month, 7pm 
Contact the Seneschal for location. 

 
Fighter Practice – Contact the Seneschal for time and location. 

 
College of St. David’s 
Seneschal - Amairgein MacCoachlaoich (Robert Johnston) 

ucscmedievalclub@gmail.com 
Facebook – Medieval Club @UCSC 
Website- http://medievalslugs.herokuapp.com/#/ (under con-

struction) 
 

Meetings – Only held during UC Santa Cruz school term. Loca-
tion/date/time varies. Contact Seneschal or check FB for more 
information. 
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